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This course contextualizes theoretical, historical, sociocultural, economic, 
technological, policy, and political issues informing different approaches to the study of 
gender, international communications and development. Through a critical analysis of 
epistemological presuppositions and foundations, main analytic categories, and 
privileged problematics, the seminar will focus on gendered discourses (interpersonal 
and mediated) and technologies of power within and among a variety of ‘developing areas’ 
(First, Second, Third and Fourth World/First Peoples’ geo-political regions). Finally, 
the seminar will turn to the challenges of identifying and constructing promising 
approaches toward new paradigms of gender, international communications and 
development which take into account the ongoing geo-political shifts and information 
flows currently underway. 


Students will be asked to complete two assignments throughout the term. 


1. An oral/written critique of a set of thematic readings, reflecting a major issue 
within the women/international communications/development corpus. Conceptual and 
applied dimensions to this analysis are required. (A three-page written version to be 
given to other students will be expected.) Class presentations of 30 minutes each will 
begin in mid February. Be prepared to facilitate the discussion after your presentation. 
Date of presentation flexible. 25% 
2. A 20-page (maximum - double-spaced, typed), cogent essay related to a relevant 
theoretical or methodological issue in the feminist/development/international 
communications literature of your choice. Clarify its underlying premises and 
implications, and discuss the topic from a critical perspective. 


(20% of final grade for class presentation of work in progress. Criteria: Clarity of 
argument presentation; presentation of evidence; amount of research undertaken). 


20% 
Written paper: 40% of final grade. Criteria: Organization of paper; coherence of 
argument; scholarly research undertaken; originality of essay). 
40% 


DUE DATES - Assignment No. 2: 

1-2 page proposal, including bibliography - February 18. 

Final Written paper: Last day of class or earlier if ready. 

Partici ion (15%): 

In addition to the assignments, students are required to actively participate in class 


discussions of the readings. On a rotational basis, each student will be responsible for 
animating the discussion about one article per week. 


evaluation Criteria: 


Assignment #1: 25% 
Assignment #2: a) Proposal 10%; b) Work in Progress 20%; c) Final Paper 30% 
Class Participation: 15% 


R ings: (e Required; * Recommended) 


Textbooks are available at Paragraphe Bookstore, 2220 McGill College St. (between 
President Kennedy & Sherbrooke St.). Their phone number is 845-5811 for inquiries. 


The following texts have been ordered. You are not expected to purchase all of them (you 
might want to share some, because of the price), but you will be expected to read large 
portions and, in some cases, all of a particular text. 


e Escobar, Arturo. Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking 
of the Third World. Princeton University Press, 1995. 


e Cynthia En Loe. Bananas, Beaches & Bases: Making Feminist Sense of 
International Politics. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990. 


* Nancy E. McGlen and Meredith Reid Sarkees. Women in Foreign Policy: The 
Insiders. New York: Routledge, 1993. 


e Lise Ostergaard (ed.). Gender and Development: A Practical Guide. New 
York: Routledge, 1992. 


e = Hilkka Pietila & Jeanne Vickers. Making Women Matter: The Role of the 
United Nations. London: Zed Books, 1994. 


* Jeremy Seabrook. Travels in the Skin Trade: Tourism and the Sex 
Industry. London: Pluto Press, 1996. 


* Marilyn Waring. Three Masquerades: Essays on Equality, Work and 
Human Rights. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1996. 


Copies of other essential readings are located in the Learning Centre on the third 
floor of the Bryan building. It is open between 9 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
daily, except on weekends. 

Videos and other visual material are an integral part of this course. 


Class Themes - Schedule and Required Readings: 


January 22. Introductions to each other. Introduction to course parameters 
(Keywords and Issues related to Development). 


e Framing of the Historical and Colonial context of Development and the Discourses 
about development. 


Reading for next Class, January 29 


Arturo Escobar. Encountering Development: the Making and Unmaking of the 
Third World. Princeton University Press, 1995. 


January 29. Escobar Unlimited - open discussion of text with particular emphasis 
on Chapters 1, 5, and 6. 


in for next cl ar 


Chandra Mohanty. “Cartographies of Struggle: Third World Women and the Politics of 


4. 


Feminism,” in Chandra T. Mohanty, Ann Russo and Lourdes Torres. Third World 
Women and the Politics of Feminism. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 199 , pp. 1 -47. 


John Tomlinson. Cultural Imperialism. Chapter 1. A Critical Introduction. 
Baltimore: The Joohn Hopkins University Press, 1991, pp. 1 - 33. 


Ostergaard, Lise. Gender and Development: A Practical Guide. Chapter 1 - 
Gender. 


Bishnupriya Ghosh and Brinda Bose. “Introduction: Feminist Interventions and 
Locational Politics,” in Interventions: Feminist Dialogue and Third 
World women’s Literature & Film. London: Garland Press, 1997, pp. xv - 
XXXHf. 


February 5. If Women Counted. Discussion. Video: Who’s Counting? Marilyn 
Waring on Sex, Lies and Global Economics 


Geeta Chowdhry. “Engendering Development: Women in Development (WID) in 
International Development Regimes,” in Marianne H. Marchand and Jane L. Parpart 
(eds.). Feminism/Postmodernism/Development. London: Routledge, 1995, 
pp. 26 - 41. 


Mitu Hirshman. “Women and Development: a Critique,” in Marianne H. Marchand and 
Jane L. Parpart (eds.). Feminism/Postmodernism/Development. London: 
Routledge, 1995, pp. 42 - 55. 


Eva M. Rathgeber. “Gender and Development in Action,” in Marianne H. Marchand and 
Jane L. Parpart (eds.). Feminism/Postmodernism/Development. London: 
Routledge, 1995, pp. 204 - 220. 

February 12. Women in Development. Gender and Development. 

Readings for February 19. 

Jane L. Parpart. “Deconstructing the Development ‘Expert’ - Gender, Development and 


the “Vulnerable Groups,” in Marianne H. Marchand and Jane L. Parpart (eds.). 
Feminism/Postmodernism/Development. London: Routledge, 1995, pp. 


221 - 243. 


Chambers, Robert. “Rural Poverty Unperceived,” in Rural Development: Putting 
the Last First. New York: Longman, Scientific and Technical, 1983, pp. 1 - 
27. 


Alison Evans. “Statistics,” in Lise Ostergaard (ed.). Gender and Development: A 
Practical Guide. New York: Routledge, 1992, pp. 11 - 40. 


Edna F. Einsiedel. “Action Research: Implications for Gender, Development, and 
Communications,” in Donnna Allen, Ramona R. Rush, Susan J. Kaufman (eds.) 
Women Transforming Communications: Global Intersections. London: 
Sage Publications, pp. 49 - 58. 


Colleen Roach. “The Movement for a New World Information and Communication Order: 
a Second Wave?” in Media, Culture and Society (SAGE, London), Vol. 12 
(1990), pp. 283 - 307. 


February 19. Opening up Methodological Questions 


Hilkka Pietila & Jeanne Vickers. Making Women Matter: The Role of the 
United Nations. London: Zed Books, 1994. 


Marilyn Waring. “ Appendix 3. International Covenant on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women,” in Three Masquerades: Essays on 
Equality, work and Human Rights. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 
1996, pp. 174-181; Appendix 4. Structure of the UN, pp. 182 - 185. 


F ary 26 n N 


Martha Alter Chen. “Engendering World Conferences: the International Women’s 
Movement and the United Nations,” in Third World Quarterly. Vol. 16, No. 3, 
1995, pp. 477 - 493. 


Annabelle Sreberny-Mohammadi. “Women Communicating Globally: Mediating 
International Feminism,” in Donnna Allen, Ramona R. Rush, Susan J. Kaufman 
(eds.) Women Transforming Communications: Global Intersections. 
London: Sage Publications, pp. 233 - 248. 


UN - Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women - Beijing, 4 - 15, 1995. 
Rapport de la Quatriéme Conférence Mondiale sur les Femmes - Beijing, 4 - 15, 1995. 


Selected UN materials in English and French. See Course Package for details. 


Reading Week: March 2 - 6. 


Cecilia Anderson. “Practical Guidelines,” in Lise Ostergaard (ed.). Gender and 
Development: A Practical Guide. New York: Routledge, 1992, pp. 165 - 
197. 


Lorna Roth, Marie David, and Bev Nelson. “Three Women, a Mouse, a Microphone, and a 
Telephone: Information (Mis)Management During the Mohawk/Canadian 
Governments’ Conflict of 1990,” in Angharad N. Valdivia (ed.). Feminism, 
Multiculturalism, and the Media: Global Diversities. Sage: London, 1995, pp. 48 
- 81. 


Donna Allen. “Women and Technology: Transforming Communication and Democracy,” 
in Donnna Allen, Ramona R. Rush, Susan J. Kaufman (eds.) Women 
Transforming Communications: Global Intersections. London: Sage 
Publications, pp. 322 - 331. 


March 12. Women & Media: the Formation of an_ International 
Constituency Group. 


Readings for March 19. 


Valerie Frissen. “Trapped in Electronic Cages? Gender and New Information 
Technologies in the Public and Private Domain: an Overview of Research,” in 
Media, Culture and Society (SAGE, London), Vol. 14 (1992), pp. 31 - 49. 


Gwendolyn Audrey Foster. “Third World Women’s Cinema: If the Subaltern Speaks, 
Will We Listen?” in Interventions: Feminist Dialogue and Third World 
women’s Literature & Film. London: Garland Press, 1997, pp. 213 - 225. 


Margaret Gallagher. “Beyond Beijing: Ensuring Women’s Access to the Media,” in 
InteRadio. Vol. 9. No. 1, 1997, pp. 4-5. 


Birgitte Jallov. “Talking about a revolution: Women in European Community Radio,” in 
InteRadio. Vol. 9. No. 1, 1997, pp. 22 - 23. 


Reflections of the Extension of the Information Highway to Northern Inuit Women: the 
Case of Pauktuutit - Inuit Women's Association - oral case study. 


March 19. Reflections on Women’s Access to the Media. 
Readings for March 26. 


Perez Jr., Louis A. 1975. “Underdevelopment and Dependency: The Colonial Construct 
of Tourism”, A. Mattelart and S. Siegelaub (eds.) Communication and Class 
Struggle, Vol. 1, New York: International General, pp. 339 - 345. 


Jeremy Seabrook. Travels in the Skin Trade: Tourism and the Sex Industry. 
Selected Readings. 


Cynthia En Loe. “On the Beach: Sexism and Tourism,” in Bananas, Beaches & 
Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1990. 


Cynthia En Loe. “Just Like One of the Family,” in Bananas, Beaches & Bases: 
Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1990. 

March 26. Women, Tourism, and the Sex Trade. 

ings fo 

Cynthia En Loe. Selected Chapters based on group consensus. Bananas, Beaches & 
Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1990. 

- Carmen Miranda on my Mind. 

- Blue Jeans and Bankers 


- Base Women. 
- Diplomatic Wives. 


Class of April 2. Women in International Politics |. 
R T f april 9: 


Arjun Appadurai. “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural Economy,” in 


8. 


Mike Featherstone (ed.). Global Culture: Nationalism, Globalization & 
Modernity. London: Sage, 1990, pp. 295 - 310. 


Cezley |. Sampson. “Liberalisation of Trade in Telecommunications Services and the 
Implications of GATS/WTO for Developing Countries,” in Intermedia. Oct/Nov. 
1996/Vol. 24, No. 5, pp. 19 - 30. 

M.J. Milloy. “Thou Mai Not,” in Hour, June 1997. 

Ralph Nader and Lori Wallach. “GATT, NAFTA, and the Subversion of the Democratic 
Process,” in Jerry Mander & Edward Goldsmith (eds.). The Case Against the 
Global Economy and for a Turn Toward the Local. San Francisco: Sierra 


Club Books, 1996, pp. 92 - 107. 


Mayra Buvinic. “Women in Poverty: A New Global Underclass,” Foreign Policy. 
Fall, 1997, pp. 380 - 53. 


Jane S. Jaquette. “Women in Power: From Tokenism to Critical Mass,” in Foreign 
Policy. Fall, 1997, pp. 23 - 37. 


Class of April 9. Women in International Politics Il. Presentations. 
R i f april 16. -.N 


C i i ion - P ntati J s 


FINAL PAPERS DUE. 


ime i in interesti articl 


Lorna Roth - 848-2545; 933-8369 Roth@ Microtec.Net 


